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            Starting a Business Checklist

            Use this downloadable, step-by-step guide as a roadmap to getting your venture off the ground — or refining your existing business.


            Learn More
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            Video Library

            Learn expert tips for managing your small business through our video series. Explore a variety of learning tracks to increase your business knowledge.
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            Payment Options

            As a small business owner, you’ll need to decide what types of payment you accept from customers. Review your options.
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            Keys to Success

            Set yourself up for small business success by learning what distinguishes profitable businesses from those that fail.
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                Quick Questionnaire

            

            
                 Questions

            

        

        
            
                Quick Questionnaire

            

            
                of

                
                    

                    

                

            

        

        
            
                Quick Questionnaire

            

        

        
            
                Where are you in the business lifecycle?

            

            
                Answer these questions and get links to expert business tips and content specific to the stage of your business. Whether you're a seasoned owner or new to the game, it's the perfect way to prepare for your new venture — or take your business to the next level.

                
                    BEGIN             
                

            

        

        
            
                
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                How long has your business been in operation?

                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                A

                                                I haven't launched my business yet

                                            

                                        
                                            
                                                B

                                                Less than 1 year

                                            

                                        
                                            
                                                C

                                                1-2 years

                                            

                                        
                                            
                                                D

                                                3+ years

                                            

                                        

                                    

                                

                            

                        

                    
                        
                            
                                Do you have a business name and entity?

                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                A

                                                Yes

                                            

                                        
                                            
                                                B

                                                No

                                            

                                        

                                    

                                

                            

                        

                    
                        
                            
                                Do you have a business plan?

                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                A

                                                Yes

                                            

                                        
                                            
                                                B

                                                No

                                            

                                        

                                    

                                

                            

                        

                    
                        
                            
                                Do you have a business budget in place?

                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                A

                                                Yes

                                            

                                        
                                            
                                                B

                                                No

                                            

                                        

                                    

                                

                            

                        

                    
                        
                            
                                Have you identified financial goals for your business?

                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                A

                                                Yes

                                            

                                        
                                            
                                                B

                                                No

                                            

                                        

                                    

                                

                            

                        

                    
                        
                            
                                Have you secured the necessary financing for your business?

                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                A

                                                Yes

                                            

                                        
                                            
                                                B

                                                No

                                            

                                        

                                    

                                

                            

                        

                    
                        
                            
                                Is your business making a profit?

                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                A

                                                Yes

                                            

                                        
                                            
                                                B

                                                No

                                            

                                        

                                    

                                

                            

                        

                    
                        
                            
                                Do you have goals for scaling your business, and know how to achieve them?

                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                A

                                                Yes

                                            

                                        
                                            
                                                B

                                                No

                                            

                                        

                                    

                                

                            

                        

                    

                    
                        Submit             
                    

                

            

        

        
            
                Stage 1

                You're the owner of a new business with lots of potential — check out these resources to help you build and grow.

                Stage 2

                You're in the early stages of your business — check out these resources to help you manage your operations.

                Stage 3

                You're the owner of an established business — check out these resources to help you take your venture even further.

            

            
                
                    

                    Is Starting a Business Right for You?
                    

                    Creating a Business Plan
                    

                    Creating a Business
                

                
                    

                    Financial Basics
                    

                    Financial Management
                    

                    Promoting a Business
                

                
                    

                    Measuring Success
                    

                    Environmental Sustainability
                    

                    Planning for Emergencies
                

            

            

            
                
                    RETAKE QUESTIONNAIRE                 
                    
                        
                        

                    

                

            

        

    






	
		





    
    

	





    
    

    
        
   Getting Started
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                                    Getting Started
                                

                            
                            
                        
                        
                        
                        
                            
                                Getting Started

                                
                                    
                                        By starting a business, you help form the backbone of the global economy. Each small business may not employ many people, but combined, the…
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                                    Managing a Business
                                

                            
                            
                        
                        
                        
                        
                            
                                Managing a Business

                                
                                    
                                        Once you start your business, it’s time to get to work running day-to-day operations. From sales to customer service, small business owners…
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                                    Building and Growing
                                

                            
                            
                        
                        
                        
                        
                            
                                Building and Growing

                                
                                    
                                        In the small business world, growth can be essential to long-term survival — and to your financial picture. While breaking even or making…
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                                    Resources
                                

                            
                            
                        
                        
                        
                        
                            
                                Resources

                                
                                    
                                        Explore resources to help you manage and grow your business, including financial calculators, business templates, key business terms and more.
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                                            Disclaimer: No Legal Advice Intended

This site provides general information related to creating and running a business. The content of this site is for informational purposes only and not for the purpose of providing legal or tax advice or opinions. The contents of this site, and the viewing of the information on this site, should not be construed as, and should not be relied upon for, legal, financial or tax advice in any particular circumstance or fact situation. No action should be taken in reliance on the information contained on this site, and Visa Inc. disclaims all liability in respect to actions taken or not taken based on any or all of the contents of this site to the fullest extent permitted by law. You should contact an attorney to obtain advice with respect to any particular legal or tax issue or problem, including those relating to your current or potential business.



The contents of this site have been developed for a U.S. audience.


                                        
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                        

                    

                
                
            

   




    









    




	






    




    





    




    


    






      
    
    




    

    
    








    

    

    

    
    
    


